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SUBJECT: MFA REJECTS EMBASSY PROTEST RE HOFFMANN DETENTION 

1 . ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER VEJVODA RATHER HURRIEDLY CALLED 
ME IN TODAY TO STATE THAT AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH HIS 
GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP, HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO REJECT THE 
EMBASSY'S PROTEST OF THE PERVIOUS DAY OVER CZECHOSLOVAK BORDER 
GUARDS' DETENTION OF NY TIMES CORRESPONDENT PAUL HOFFMANN 
FEBRUARY 12-13. HE NOTED AMBASSADOR JOHANES HAD TAKEN 

SAME POSITION IN MEETING WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ARMITAGE (STATE 033548). INTERESTINGLY, VEVJODA DID NOT 
RETURN EMBASSY'S NOTE ON THE SUBJECT. 

2. I EXPRESSED DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT THAT GOC HAD DECIDED TO 
TAKE THIS POSITION ON THE HOFMANN CASE, INDICATED GOC 
VERSION OF EVENTS AT CESKE VELENICE WAS IMPLAUSIBLE, AND 
REPEATEDLY REMINDED VEJVODA THAT GOC ACTIONS VIOLATED THE 
CSCE FINAL ACT AND THAT US TREATMENT OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS IS 
BASED SQUARELY ON RECIPROCITY OF TREATMENT TOWARD US JOURNALISTS 
ABROAD. 

3. SEPTEL FOLLOWS. 

BYNE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTION, TREATY COMPLIANCE, DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS, JOURNALISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRAGUE00437 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770055-0535 
Format: TEL 
From: PRAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770236/aaaabflz.tel 

Line Count: 47 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: fbe7a1c5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3305956 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MFA REJECTS EMBASSY PROTEST RE HOFFMANN DETENTION 
TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, CZ, US, CSCE, (HOFFMAN, PAUL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fbe7a1 c5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



